
 

 

April 2019 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

The days are getting longer and it’s great to wave goodbye to the cold winds of winter. We have had an 
incredibly busy term, including our visit from Ofsted which went well. The inspectors recognised the 
transformational journey we have been on in the past six months and the students represented the 
Academy, the community and their families with pride. We will build upon this success over the next few 
years and the future looks exciting for the Academy. 

Year 11 are rapidly approaching their GCSE examinations and over the Easter holiday there are a range of 
Super Learning Days across all subjects to support revision. We are working hard as a team to provide 
excellent student support, revision materials and access to a wealth of online revision resources. The new 
GCSEs are more challenging but Y11 have taken this seriously and are working hard to prepare for the long 
exam season.  

Year 10 need to be ‘Year 11 Ready’ as they will soon be the oldest students in the Academy. In the second 
half of the summer term there will be the important end of year 10 Big Tests and it is in these exams which 
help us track which students are on track to meet our challenging targets for Y11. We will also need to begin 
thinking about the college application processes and what choices students want to make post-16. It is a 
very competitive market and we want to support our students to secure places in the very best colleges in 
the North West. 

Year 9 have completed their options process and we will be able to share with students which options they 
have secured after Easter. This year we have placed more of a focus on the academic ‘EBacc’ route which is 
appropriate for higher ability students. Year 9 have been excellent through the whole options process and 
have taken their choices seriously. It is exciting to be able to shape your curriculum and we feel they are now 
ready to deal with the demands of KS4. Some Y9 courses will move onto GCSE content in the summer term 
to give students a foundation for next year. 

In the lower school, Year 7 and Year 8 have been adapting to our Big Test process and during the summer 
term the Big Tests will be assessing their progress across the whole year group. This will allow us to review 
sets for the next academic year and also intervene if students are not making quick enough progress. There 
will be a wealth of other activities for the lower school to be involved with as we build upon our success in 
fundraising for charity and also giving students exciting opportunities outside of the classroom. 

We introduced the new school day at the start of the term and have recently reviewed its success. It has 
massively helped the queues in the canteen which was a big problem previously and the smaller numbers on 
lunch have meant there are more places to sit down. Students have fed back that they would like a quiet 
place to study and access to more sport at lunchtime and these questions will be addressed after Easter. 

A reminder that all students should be wearing school shoes and the Academy blazer. The tank top and the 
old Academy jumpers are optional and as it gets warmer they are not necessary and the blazer must be 



worn. As mentioned in my previous letter, we are now moving to the dark navy blazer following such 
positive feedback at how smart it looks. If you are replacing your child’s blazer you should purchase the navy 
one, as the old royal blue one is no longer available. 

The academy finishes on Friday 5th April at the usual time and students return to Manchester Academy on 
Wednesday 24th April at 8.30am. I wish all our families a restful and safe Easter and thank you for your 
continued support and loyalty. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Mr J. Eldon 

Principal 


